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was Prime Minister during the American
Revolution. He became Prime Minister in
1770 and proved, while honest and well mean-
ing, so subservient to George III that he
sometimes carried out a policy of which he
did not thoroughly approve. The placing
of a duty on tea sold in the American colonies
and the Boston Port Bill were among the
revolution-provoking measures which he
vigorously supported, and which later he
regretted. North was totally blind the last
five years of his life.
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>RTH AMERICA, tHe
northern division of the
two vast land masses com-
prising the American con-
tinent, and the third larg-
est grand division of the
world, exceeded^ in size
only by Asia and Africa.
It is becoming the most
important of all the con-
tinents, though that honor
is yet reserved to Europe,
where there has existed a
civilization for more than
a thousand years. How-
ever, it contains more
j«people who speak a com-
j mon language than any
other except Asia, and in its central section
is the richest nation in the world, the United
States, much of whose wealth is as yet un-
developed.
Within recent years North America has
taken a position in the world which is des-
tined to give it supremacy, particularly as
Europe has felt war's devastation and has
lost millions of men and billions of dollars
in crushing the strongest single nation with-
in its borders—a nation which sought to im-
pose its will upon the world. North America
possesses nearly half of the wealth of the
world; this continent provides more than half
of the world's cotton for clothing, two-thirds
of its petroleum, three-fourths of its silver,
nearly Hie same proportion of its gold, almost
half of its cereals for bread, more than half
of its copper, and, most important of all in
industry, over half of its iron.
The continent is for the most part in the
north-temperate zone, where the climate is
such as to bring man to his highest develop-
ment In that zone lie all of the United
States and the larger part of the great
BaTwinion of Canada. The extent of the con-
 tinental land mass is from latitude 9° north,
in Panama, to the frozen islands of the Arc-
tic regions, 70° 36', and from 47° to 168°
west longitude. The Alaskan islands extend
20° still farther westward, beyond the inter-
national date line to a Doint as far west as
New Zealand.
The greatest length of North America is
about 4,500 miles j its greatest breadth is a
little more than 3,000 miles. The area is
about 8,300,000, which is slightly greater
than that of South America but only about
half that of Asia. The coast line is quite
irregular. The chief projections on the north
are Point Barrow, Boothia and Melville
peninsulas; on the northeast, Labrador; on
the east, Nova Scotia, Florida and Yucatan,
and on the west, Lower California and
Alaska. The northern and eastern coasts have
a number of prominent indentations; on the
north is Hudson Bay; on the east, the Gulf
of Saint Lawrence, the Bay of Fundy, Dela-
ware Bay, Chesapeake Bay, the Gulf of
Mexico and the Gulf of Honduras. On the
west, the Gulf of California, San Francisco
Bay and Puget Sound are the only indenta-
tions of importance. However, all coasts
have innumerable smaller indentations, many
of which serve as fine harbors. There are
numerous islands near the continent and geo-
graphically belonging to it. The most noted
of these are Greenland, on the north; New-
foundland, the Bermudas, the Bahamas and
the West Indies, on the east, and the Queen
Charlotte and Aleutian Islands, on the west.
Besides these, there are very many islands in
the Arctic Ocean. They are, however, frozen
wastes and of little importance.
Surface and Drainage. North America is
divided into three great physiographic re-
gions. These are the Appalachian highland
on the east, the Eocky Mountain highland on
the west, and the great central plain occupy-
ing the vast interior of the continent and ex-
tending from the Arctic Ocean to the Gulf of
Mexico* The Appalachian highland con-
sists of a low plateau containing several
ranges of mountains, which under different
names extend from the Gulf of Saint Law-
rence in a southwesterly direction to within
about 300 miles of the Gulf of Mexico. The
elevations in these mountains do not exceed
6,700 feet, the height of Mount Mitchell, near
the southern extremity of the range. Mount
Washington, in the White Mountains, is near-
ly as high, The eastern slope of these high-

